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Two opposing views on death penalty: one which

supports death penalty and one which opposes it

OGAWA Kenji

Abstract

Observing human rights is one of the most important fundamental principles of
modern societies and the State itself should comply with them. If the State executes
those who killed other people, the State itself violates this fundamental rules. It is
therefore not justified for the State to maintain the death penalty.

The purpose of ‘public welfare’ is to defend human rights, therefore to execute
murderers in the name of ‘public welfare’ has no grounds.

Many people hold the view that maintaining the death penalty reduces atrocious
crimes, but it is not the fact.

The family members of murder victims may feel a profound loss. While it is
important to take it into account, it is not the only element that should be considered.
The death penalty should be examined from many points of view. By doing that, we
know that there is no justification for the death penalty.

The purpose of punishment is to maintain social order and to prevent future
crimes. To execute murderers may console victims, but it is not adequate for the

purpose of punishment by the State.
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