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1. ‘Italians in Exile’
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When I was in Constance the weather was misty and enervating and
depressing, it was no pleasure to travel on the big desolate lake.

When | went from Constance, it was on a small steamer down the
Ehine to Schaffhansen, That was beautiful. Still, the mist hung over the
waters, over the wide shadows of the river, and the sun, coming through
the morning, made lovely vellow lights beneath the bluish haze, so that

it seemed like the beginning of the world. And there was a hawl in the
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upper air fighting with two crows, or two rooks. Ever they rose higher
and higher, the crow flickering above the attacking hawk, the fight
going on like some strange symbol in the sky. the Germans on deck

5
watching with pleasure.
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Evervwhere was very clean, [wll of the German morning energy and
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brightness, which is so different from the Latin morning. The [talians
are dead and torpid first thing, the Germans are energetic and cheerful.
It was cheerful in the sunnv morning, locking down on the swift river,
the covered, picturesque bridge, the bank and the hill opposite. Then
down the curving road of the facing hill the Swiss cavaley came nding,
men in blue uniforms. T went out 1o walch them, They came thundening
romantically through the dark cavern of the roofed-in bridge, and they
dismounted at the entrance to the village. There was a fresh morning-
cheerful newness evervwhere, in the arrival of the troops, in the wel-

come of the villagers, (TT, 133
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It was all very pleasant and genuine; there was a sense of ease and
peacefulness, quite different from the mechanical, slightly sullen man.

oeuvring of the Germans. (4d, 133-4)
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Ome gets this feeling always in Switzerland, except high up: this feel-

ing ol average, of utter soulless ordinanness, something intolerable.
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Mile after mile, to Zurich, it was just the same. It was just the same in
the tram-car going into Zurich; it was just the same in the town, in the
shops. in the restaurant. All was the utmost level of ordinariness and
well-heing, but so ordinary that it was like a blight. All the pictures-
gqueness of the town 15 nothing, it 15 Like a most ordinary, average, usual

person 1n an old costume. The place was soul-kalling. (Fd, 134)
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They had all become more friendly to me, they accepted me.

“¥ou are a German? asked one youth.

‘Mo—English.’

“English? But do vou live in Switzerland?

“No—I am walking to Ttaly.

O oot

They looked with wakened eyes.

Nes”

5o 1 told them about my journev. They were puzzled. They did not
quite understand why 1 wanted to walk. But they were delighted with

the idea of going to Luganc and Come and then to Milan, (TT,137-8)
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| could feel so well the machine that had him in its grip. He slaved
for & vear, mechanically, in London, niding in the Tube, working in the
office. Then for a fortnight ke was let free. So he rushed to Switzerland,
with a tour planned out, and with just enough money to see him
through, and to buy presents at Interlaken: bits of the edelweiss pottery:

I could see him going home with them. (fhid, 156)
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